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BOARD O IRRECTORS ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
R’:,;‘,’f,,‘;’,'j( Twenty-seven volunteers attended our annual meeting on
612-247-4591 May 11. The board celebrated the past year with a
N recognition luncheon for our volunteers, which was once
”jeﬁ':;e nt again graciously sponsored by an anonymous donor.
919-451-2495 The 2026/27 fiscal budget (May 1 - April 30) was approved
Secretary and the following board members were elected to two year
Terryl Heinlein ‘ terms:
414-254-3885 -~ - . -
- ? « Vice President - Jeff Miller
L el « Treasurer - Rich Hokanson
715-354-3912 * Food Procurement - Sue Samlaska
* Building/Maintenance - Dan Farber
Pipcuremont « Backpack Coordinators - Patty Reiten & Pat Zemaitis
Susan Samlaska - 3
612-418-2822 We are so grateful for the support and hard work of our
Statistics =g volunteers and donors. In the last fiscal year the pantry
Rich Weingartner served on average 45 families for each distribution, and
651-308-0590 provided an astonishing 83,661 pounds - over 41 tons - of food.
Public Relations
Randy Plowman
715-323-2021
Backpack
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715-234-1291
Pat Zemaitis
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birchwoodareafoodpantry.com
SERVING
THE VILLAGE OF BIRCHWOOD
& TOWNS OF:
Edgewater - Long Lake « Oak Grove
Wilson - Stone Lake* Atlanta
Sand Lake * Exeland + Couderay

PRESIDENT ST MESSAGE

As we look back at the past 12 months, the Birchwood Area Food Pantry (BAFP) has stayed true to our
mission of reducing food insecurity in our area. Despite having to reschedule one distribution due to
inclement weather, we provided quality food to an average of 45 families at each

distribution. And, as a result of our generous donors, we finished the year with a net

income. We are also proud that we recently received the 2025/26 Community Service

Award from the Rice Lake Elks Lodge. As the BAFP board of directors looks forward to
the next 12 months, we expect a continuing increase in demand for food. As a result of
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) funding, dramatic increases in the
cost of food, and inflation, we have had to make accommodations to our recently
approved budget. Despite these obstacles, we are continuously amazed by our
passionate volunteer base and feel blessed by our generous donors! Together, we are
making a difference! Roger Menk




“THANK YOU"

We want to reach out to all our friends
and patrons at Sarona United Methodist
Church, a very warm and gracious
"Thank You" for the contribution to
BAFP from Pastor Chris (left) and Brian,
(middle) congregant who led the fund
raising. Our President, Roger Menk
receiving the donation on the right.

BACK PACK

The Backpack Program at Birchwood School has been delivering to approximately 25 students every week.
We continue to make an extra distribution during holidays and other breaks in schedule. Parent input is
important to us, so we are currently asking them to complete a survey. We would like to know what they
think of the food selections coming home, if they feel they meet nutritional needs and what we could do to
make the whole process better. It's been fun working with all our volunteers and staff. We are so
appreciative of all the community support. We are always looking for ways to help our students.

Thank you all for your support!

BAKE SALE

Our first bake sale of the year netted $982,
the highest total in memory for a non-holiday
bake sale. Special thanks to Bob and

(mostly) Mary for their organizational and r 4
merchandising skills. And, a huge thank you ¢
to our great bakers. You are the BEST! Mark 5:3';‘}2

your calendars for this season’s sales: July
4™ September 5" and December 7. For
more information, feel free to contact us at
mrgrosenick@gmail.com. Bob and Mary
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