Spring 2022
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ANNUAL MEETING
Thirty-two volunteers assembled at St. John’s
Catholic Church in Birchwood on Monday, May 9, for
our Annual Meeting and Volunteer Recognition
Luncheon. An anonymous donor provided chicken,
salads, and dinner rolls that were enjoyed by all.
At the meeting, our 2022/23 (May 1 – April 30)
fiscal budget was unanimously approved. The
following board members were elected to two-year terms: Robert Herscher, Treasurer;
Holly Herland, Backpack Program Coordinator; and
Dan Farber, Building/Maintenance. Bonnie Johnson
has stepped back from her position as Coordinator of
Food Procurement and Distribution. We have interim
volunteers to fill in until we find a replacement. All
committees presented a report on their last year’s
activities and our president provided a glimpse to the
future (see Message from the President). Just before
adjournment, Bonnie Johnson was presented with a
proclamation from the board of directors declaring
May 9th as Bonnie Johnson Day.
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Call or contact us on
our webb site above
if you are interested
to volunteering.

VOLUNTEER

BACKPACK PROGRAM
As we come to the close of our 11th year, I want to thank every Backpack Program
volunteer for their dedication and all they do to help put the package together to ensure
the kids have plenty to eat over the weekend.
We provided backpacks to approximately 42 students for the last 40 weeks. The bags
weighed between 10 and 14 pounds. We cut back a little on the quantity and improved on
the quality of the food provided. The cost of the program is entirely covered by our
generous donors and we can't thank them enough for keeping us going! Hopefully we will
be able to have the kids working with us again next year. Thanks to Jo Henk, school
secretary, and her team of helpers who deliver the backpacks to the students
lockers. Everyone who is involved is greatly appreciated!
Holly Herland

First and foremost, a hearty thank you to our volunteers and donors who have supported us the last two years in our
mission to reduce food insecurity in our area. Without you, we would not be able to provide food to families and
students who depend on us. We are proud that we did not cancel any planned food distributions during the pandemic.
As you can tell by the newsletter articles, we are resuming some of our traditional fundraising activities. We hope to be
able to conduct our pig roast and our spaghetti dinner in the coming months. The board of directors has also started
discussion regarding our food distributions. Our goal is to allow our families into the building to select their own food
items as soon as possible. Rest assured, we will error on the side of safety first. We will continually strive to make a
difference to those who are food insecure!
Roger Menk
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CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE
The following work was completed at the Birchwood Food Pantry during the period May 1, 2021 through April
31, 2022.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rear entry way to building was insulated, paneling installed and painted.
Two new commercial grade refrigerators were purchased and installed.
These commercial refrigerators replaced three older refrigerators.
Two new signs notifying public of updated food distribution times placed at the rear of the building.
Gutters installed on the north side of the building.
Routine maintenance performed on the following:
Tom Goodwin and Dan Farber
• Walk in freezer
• Heating and air conditioning systems
• Annual inspection of fire extinguishers
• Internal lighting

